WASTE MINIMISATION CASE STUDY

Rippon is a biodynamic vineyard, winery, tasting room and hospitality venue.

It also accommodates the Chef's Table pop-up restaurant, run by Raspberry Creek
Catering Co in winter.

Rippon has 12 full time staff, including six managers and an additional 12 to 18 workers
at harvest time.

Their vision is to have healthier land, happier people and extraordinary wine,

with the aim of being as self-sufficient and sustainable as possible.

Vineyard: All vineyard waste is composted or
disposed of onsite, producing and applying
around 40 cubic metres of compost every year.
Empty containers from vineyard preparations
are collected by Agrecovery for recycling.
Vineyard netting no longer suitable for use is
given to members of the public. Waste engine
oil is taken to Wastebusters for recycling.

Office & cellar door: Recycle bins are
used for glass, mixed recycling, cardboard
and LDPE plastic wrap. Waste paper is used
as a fire lighter and as fuel for the boiler.
Bathrooms have 100% cotton flannels
instead of paper towels.

Winery/export: Rippon uses cardboard and
merino wine sleeves instead of polystyrene
packaging. Wine bottle tops are sent for
recycling through the Lions Club of New
Zealand who raise funds for Kidney Kids
Support Group. Containers used in the lab
are reused as much as possible.

Events: Leftover food and wine from events
is given to staff.
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* Rippon’s biggest challenges come from the
hospitality and venue side of the business, with
a single event potentially creating up to 15kg of
food waste.

® Biodynamic certifications have limited Rippon’s
ability to make use of composted food and
green waste onsite.

e Clients opt for single-use decorations at their
wedding because it's their ‘one special day’.

* Working with a vast network of suppliers who
need to be on board with Rippon’s waste mini
misation journey.

e Busy business that's been in survival mode since
the pandemic, means finding time is a challenge.

- Cellar Door manager
Hazel Nasta
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Wastebusters completed a waste audit from April 26 to May 2, 2022. The audit comprised
167kg of recycling and rubbish, which was taken from the office and cellar door, vineyard,
winery and event venue.

The top three categories of waste by weight were glass at 115kg, cardboard at 22kg and
food waste at 11kg.

The recycling streams were very clean with just a 4% contamination rate. Of the rubbish
audited, 15% could have been recycled and 41% composted.

Events were by far the largest source of waste due to the amount of glass, followed by the
export/winery side of the business.

We estimated that Rippon generates 8.7 tonnes of waste per year, of which 7.4 tonnes would
be recycled and 1.3 tonnes would go to landfill.

e Event waste
- Develop waste minimisation guidelines for caterers and event organisers who use the
venue; and provide support and feedback to them before and after the event.

- Work with catering contractors to ensure all recyclable materials go in the recycling bins.

- Work with caterers to divert all food waste from events and establish a composting

system to handle all of the waste onsite. e Received expert composting advice from Dr
- Investigate options for recovery of edible leftovers from events, e.g. donate to food Compost on the best systems to use for
banks. event food waste as this is a priority area.
- Investigate using kegs or refillable bottles from local breweries rather than single-use * Trialling food waste separation for their
bottles or cans at events. winter pop-up restaurant.
e Cellar Door and winery waste ¢ Received approval from biodynamic
| . £ alumi y | d ‘ e bot b lod with certifiers Demeter to integrate a - Cellar Door manager
_ kl)’welstlgate if aluminium capsules and cages from wine bottles can be recycled wit composting system for event food Hazel Nasta
ottle tops. waste to be used on plantings around the
- Ensure all clear plastic film from cellar door, winery/export and vineyard is recycled hall - this will be a massive reduction in their
including LDPE #4 packaging from wine label stickers. waste stream from events.

QUEENSTOWN Wastebusters conducted the waste audits and prepared this case study with financial support from e

LAKES DISTRICT Queenstown Lakes District Council waste minimisation funds. ////mé*
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