
 

Do you try to avoid plastic packaging or say no to single use coffee cups?  Keep reading because just 5 minutes of 
your time can help reduce the harm caused by six of New Zealand’s nastiest waste streams, including packaging. 

The biggest thing you’ll do to reduce waste this year 
Submissions are now open on the Government’s proposal to bring in regulated product 
stewardship for these six products:  

● packaging 
● electrical and electronic products 
● tyres 
● agrichemicals and their containers 
● refrigerants and other synthetic greenhouse gases 
● farm plastics 

 
The Government wants to know whether the public supports this move.  You can help by  putting 
in a very simple submission to MFE  here. 
 
All you need to do is tick the yes box for each  sub-category of the product streams.  
 
If you have time, your submissions will have more impact if you explain why. You can also give 
feedback on the proposed guidelines for the product stewardship schemes. 
 
Regulated product stewardship schemes put the responsibility for dealing with waste onto the 
people who make, sell and use the product. Producers can design waste out of the system, when 
they have an incentive to act. Product stewardship schemes increase the amount and quality of 
recycling, fund more effective recycling systems and create jobs. 
 
To make it happen here in New Zealand, each of the six product streams needs to be declared  a 
“Priority Product”.  
  
Turn over to read ZWN’s “Dummies Guide to writing a Priority Products submission”. 
 
 
 
 

“Priority  Agree?  Why 

 

https://submissions.mfe.govt.nz/consultations/proposed-priority-products-and-priority-product-stewardship-scheme-guidelines/make-a-submission


ZWN’s Dummies Guide to writing a Priority Products submission 

Products” 

End-of-life tyres 
Q1(a)-1(b) 

Yes  Stockpiling and dumping of tyres raises the risk of fire and toxic 
pollution of air, water and soil. In NZ,  70% of tyres go to landfill, 
compared to 10-20% in countries with regulated product 
stewardship schemes. 

Electrical and 
electronic 
products 
Q2(a)-2(c) 

Yes  E-waste is the fastest growing waste stream in the world. It 
contains toxic substances like lead, cadmium and mercury, which 
will leach out of landfills over time, polluting the environment and 
human health. E-waste contains valuable materials, like gold and 
‘rare earth’ metals. NZ currently recycles only 2% of our e-waste. 

Agricultural 
chemicals and 
their containers 
Q3(a) 

Yes  Agrichemicals are toxic by design. Packaging used for 
agrichemicals can also be toxic. A mandatory product 
stewardship scheme would ensure that unwanted agrichemicals 
would be safely destroyed, and some packaging could be recycled. 

Refrigerants and 
other synthetic 
greenhouse gases 
Q4(a)-4(b) 

Yes  Refrigerant gases and other synthetic greenhouse gases deplete 
ozone and contribute to climate change when they escape into 
the air.  Only 20 percent of those gases are recovered now in New 
Zealand. Project Drawdown found that managing refrigerant 
gases was the #1 action to reduce greenhouse gas levels. 

Packaging 
Q5(a)-5(b) 

Yes  5(a) I support a container deposit scheme for beverage containers 
because it’s been proven overseas to reduce litter, increase 
recycling rates and  quality of recycling, and reduce the financial 
burden on councils and the community.  
 
5(a) and 5(b) Plastic packaging is harming our oceans and marine 
wildlife. As shown by the Fox River floods, many New Zealand 
landfills are vulnerable to sea level rise and/or flooding.  

Farm plastics 
Q6(a)-6(c) 

Yes  Burning and burial are the most common methods of disposing of 
farm plastics, which pollutes our soil and air and creates leachate 
which runs into our waterways.  

 

Do you agree with 
the proposed 
guidelines? 
Q7 

Yes  Q 7 The guidelines are generally well-designed 
Q 7.1 Waste-to-energy incineration should be ruled out as an 
option for any product stewardship scheme for packaging, as per 
the waste hierarchy. 

 


